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 LOOK UP INSIDE  



 

 

 

It is very glad to remember Ramanujan on his birthday Dec-22 and this final article on Sri 

Ramanujan’s life is coincidentally is coming out in December. 

Ramanujan was awarded a Bachelor of Science degree by research (this degree was later renamed PhD) 

in March 1916 for his work on highly composite numbers, the first part of which was published as a 

paper in the Proceedings of the London Mathematical Society. The paper was more than 50 pages and 

proved various properties of such numbers. Hardy remarked that it was one of the most unusual papers 

seen in mathematical research at that time and that Ramanujan showed extraordinary ingenuity in 

handling it. On 6 December 1917, he was elected to the London Mathematical Society. He was elected a 

Fellow of the Royal Society in 1918, as one of the youngest Fellows in the history of the Royal Society. 

He was elected "for his investigation in Elliptic functions and the Theory of Numbers."The same year, 

he was also elected a Fellow of Trinity College the first Indian to be so honoured. In 1918 he was elected 

a Fellow of the Royal Society, the second Indian admitted to the Royal Society, following Ardaseer 

Cursetjee in 1841. At age 31 Ramanujan was one of the youngest Fellows in the history of the Royal 

Society. He was elected "for his investigation in Elliptic functions and the Theory of Numbers." On 13 

October 1918, he was the first Indian to be elected a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. He 

presented three notebooks to the world of mathematics. Later in 1920 G.N.Watson and B.M.Wilson 

took the task of editing these notebooks. 
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Towards the end of March 1915, his first winter at Cambridge, he fell ill. By the end of his third year at 

Cambridge, he was critically ill. And the last two years he was almost confined to sanatoriums and nursing 

homes. After the world war ended in 1919, Ramanujan returned home but his health continued to 

deteriorate and on April 20, 1920 he died at the age of 32. 

As we say, everyone is different not merely by his appearance, probably by the thinking process also. I just 

would like to quote an example how different Ramanujan thought. Each number, a pearl to him 

If anyone asks us how differently you can write 3 

3 = 1 + 1 + 1 or 3 = 2 + 1  

But if anyone writes 3 = √9 as then, he goes in different way  

Now 3 = √1 + 8 = √ 1 + 2 ∗ 4  

3 = √1 + 2 ∗ √16 

Now write 16=15+1 

3 = √1 + 2 ∗ √1 + 15 = √1 + 2 ∗ √1 + 3 ∗ 5 

Now write 5 = √25 

3 = √1 + 2 ∗ √1 + 3 ∗ √25 

3 = √1 + 2 ∗ √1 + 3 ∗ √1 + 24  

 3 = √1 + 2 ∗ √1 + 3 ∗ √1 + 4 ∗ 6 = √1 + 2 ∗ √1 + 3 ∗ √1 + 4 ∗ √36. . . . 

3 = √1 + 2 ∗ √1 + 3 ∗ √1 + 4 ∗ √1 + 5 ∗. . . . a brilliant expression of 3. If anyone thinks that why to write 3 

in such a bigger form, but in the other way; the bigger form will give a simple answer 3.  

Like this we can prove that  

n = √1 + (  − 1) ∗ (𝑛 + 1) 

After going through the example discussed here, one might understand how much he loved the numbers, he 

played with numbers. Also he prayed for the solutions to the problems day and night. Had he prioritized 

his family mother and his wife, he would never achieve what he is now for all and our country would not be 

recognized globally for mathematics to this extent. Goal cannot be accomplished if you are a cat on the 

wall, unable to decide where to jump. 

After through study on Ramanujan’s life, I think that one might be able to recognize his inborn talent on 

the right time. The thought of a person often is influenced by his needs... but rather to keep the needs into 

corner and bring up the talent indeed first. Anyway we do this first or later, life is not always smooth..it 

will always have leaps and bounds. Then why do we not think let these hurdles and peaks  be with what we 

like at the right age... we may also be like someone different, someone peculiar, some one recognized by 

everyone. Why don’t we try? 

Though everyone knows about Ramanujan, the main intention of presenting Ramanujan story behind is 

realising the process of plastic thinking prevailing today and then. Let’s try to  come out from this nutshell. 

Though it is practically onerous and sometimes impossible, we should always invest the efforts into the 

thing we passionate. The younger generation should realise about the time and their intuition, the parents 

must also have a vision of their kid that where he can flourish. But what so may be the process, the destiny 

of one’s life is his own. No one else’s. 



–SHIVANI SINGH ,EC2 2ND 
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